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Interior of Vie Carmelite Church, Dublin. 

THE CARMELITE CHURCH, DUBLIN. REMARKABLE STORY OF A SEAL. 



The first stone of this beautiful edifice was laid on the 
25th of October 1825, by the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, 
R. C. Archbishop of Dublin. It was raised by the exer- 
tions, and under the superintendence of the Prior of the 
Order, the Very Rev. John Spratt, and solemnly conse- 
crated by the above mentioned Archbishop, on the 11th 
of November 1827. George Papworth, Esq. was the 
architect. 

The arena is 200 feet in length, by 34 in breadth ; the 
exterior exhibits a grand front, overlooking York Row, as 
well as the front of entrance, which is presented to White- 
friar Street. That part of the edifice which faces York 
Row consists of 16 circular headed windows, placed at 
intervals of five feet, having ornamental architraves, em- 
bracing 1 the heads of each ; above those windows is a 
sunken tablet, bearing the following inscription, " Gloriosse 
inatri et decori Carmeli dedicata." The summit is finished 
by a plain cornice, carried over the entrance front. The 
entrance is by a flight of steps, retreating into a lofty hall. 
The building is of common quarry stone, covered with 
Roman cement. 

The interior presents a very beautiful architectural 
view, of which the accompanying wood-cut will give a just 
idea. The right side of the church, from which the light 
is emitted, is pierced by windows, and the left is orna- 
mented by corresponding niches, filled with statues of 
eminent Saints. The ceiling is coved, and divided into 
rectangular compartments. The interior is not yet finished; 
but when completed, it will be a remarkable demonstration 
of how much may be accomplished at a moderate expense, 
when taste and judgment direct the means. The entire 
structure will cost about .£3,500. 

The Carmelite Church stands on the site of the ancient 
monastery of the same religious order, erected in the year 
1278. 



About forty years ago, a young seal was taken in Clew 
bay, and domesticated in the kitchen of a gentleman whose 
house was situated on the sea shore. It grew apace, 
became familiar with the servants, and attached to the 
family. Its habits were innocent and gentle, it came at 
its master's call, and, as the old man described, was as 
fond as a dog, and as playful as a kitten. Daily the seal 
went out to fish, and after providing for its own wants, 
frequently brought home a salmon or a turbot to his mas- 
ter. His delight was in summer to bask in the sun, and 
in winter to lie before the fire, or, if permitted, to creep 
into the large oven which at that time formed a regular 
appendage to an Irish kitchen. 

For four years the seal had been thus domesticated, 
when a disease called in the country the Crappawn, a pa- 
ralytic affection which attacks the limbs of cattle, attacked 
some cattle belonging to its master. Some died, others 
became infected, and the customary cure failing, a wise 
woman was consulted, who assured the credulous owner 
that the mortality amongst the cows was occasioned by 
his retaining that unclean beast, the seal, in his habitation. 
It must be made away with immediately, or the Crappawn 
would continue ! ! The superstitious wretch consented to 
the hag's proposal, and the seal, put on board a boat, was 
carried out beyond Clare Island, and there committed to 
the deep. The boat returned, the family retired to rest, 
and the next morning the servant awoke his master, to tell 
him that the seal was quietly sleeping in the oven ! The 
poor animal had by night come back to his beloved home, 
and crept in through the window. 

Next day another cow was reported to be unwell. The. 
seal must now finally be removed. A Galway fishing boat^ 
was leaving Westport, on her return home, and the master 
undertook to carry off the seal, and not put him over-' 
board until he had gone some leagues off the isle of Bof-; 



